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Hurricane briefings

The 325th Civil Engi-
neer Sguadron Readiness
Flight will conduct hurricane
briefingsin preparation for
the upcoming hurricane
season. All base person-
nel are strongly encour-
aged to attend and depen-
dents are welcome. Brief-
ings will be held at the
Enlisted Club at 9 am.
Tuesday and May 31.
Therewill also beabrief-
ing at the 53rd Weapons
Evaluation Group confer-
ence room at 2 p.m.
Thursday. For moreinfor-
mation and dates, call the
CE Readiness Flight at
283-2010.
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What goes up ...

The U.S. Army Golden Knights
Parachute Team free-fall over
Tyndall May 13. The team
performed aerial demonstrations
here for Gulf Coast Salute 2005.
The jumpers free-fall at 120 mph
while performing such maneuvers
as the baton pass and the diamond
track. For more on the open house,
see Pages 12-13.

Staff Sgt. Benjamin Rojek

DOD recommends Tyndall realignment

MaJ. Susan A. RomANO
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

The Department of Defense recom-
mended realigning three organizations at
Tyndall AFB in conjunction with the 2005
Base Realignment and Closure process.

Thefirst realignment recommendation
will move base-level F100 engine inter-
mediate maintenance from Tyndall to es-
tablish a centralized intermediate repair
facility for F100 engines at New Orleans
Air Reserve Station, La., an Air National
Guard unit. The F100 engineisused on
Tyndall’s assigned F-15C/D Eagle air-
craft.

The second realignment recommenda-
tion brings base-level F-15 intermediate-
level maintenance from Langley AFB,
Va., to establish a CIRF for F-15 avion-
icsat Tyndall AFB.

Thefinal realignment recommendation
affects one of Tyndall’s associate units,
the Air Force Research Laboratory. The
action callsfor moving AFRL’snon-medi-
cal chemical biological defense research

to Edgewood Chemical Biological Center at
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., and con-
solidating it withAFRL.

According to the BRAC report, moving
AFRL’s mission will increase synergy, fo-
cuson joint needs, efficiently use equipment
and facilities by collocating tri-service and
defense activities performing functions in
chemical-biological defense and medical
research, development and acquisition.

The purpose of DOD’srecommendations
is to make the most efficient and effective
use of all of the department’s sources; to
improve operational efficiency; to savetax-
payer dollars; and to enhance the combat
effectiveness of our military force.

“TheAir Forcetook ahard, balanced ook
at its bases before making any closure or
realignment recommendation,” said Brig.
Gen. Jack Egginton, 325th Fighter Wing com-
mander. “Realigning specificAir Forcemis-
sionswill save billions of dollars, allowing
the Department of Defense the opportunity
to focus funds on maintaining and modern-
izing facilities needed to better support our

forces, recruit quality personnel, modernize
equipment and infrastructure, and develop ca-
pabilities needed to meet 21st century
threats.”

The DOD recommendations will be for-
warded to an independent BRAC commission,
who then forwards its recommendations to
President Bush for review and approval. From
there, the president forwards his recommenda-
tion to Congress, and Congress has 45 legisla-
tive daysto act on the commission report on an
all-or-nonebasis.

After that time, the commission’s base re-
alignment and closure recommendations be-
come law. Base officials are now reviewing
these recommendations in order to assess the
possible impact on base personnel and
resources. Additional information will be re-
leased as it becomes available.

Local communities can address their con-
cernsdirectly to the Independent BRAC Com-
mission at one of their planned regional meet-
ings. For moreinformation on those meetings,
contact the Independent BRAC Commission
at (703) 699-2950 or (703) 299-2708.

Home of Air Dominance training
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ON THE STREET

The Gulf Defender asks Tyndall Elementary students

What are you doing for
summer vacation?
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“l plan to read alot of myster- “1 hope to go swimming a lot,
iesand gotothemeparkswithmy read some ‘ Star Wars' books and
Blown away family.” get ready for the fifth grade by
The Air Force Research Laboratory Force Protection Branch here recently studying math.”
detonated 500 pounds of explosive material in a minivan to simulate a car bomb. GlovAaNNY BosqQue
The branch conducts hundreds of explosive tests each year here to research 5th grade CoDY SHEEHAN
and test protection equipment and material. For more on AFRL and its research, 4th grade

look for the story in next week's Gulf Defender.

Tyndall’'s weekend weather forecast

Today Saturday Sunday
Partly cloudy, Mostly cloudy, Mostly sunny,

isolated p.m. isolated chance of p.m.
thunderstorms thunderstorms thunderstorms

“We're going to Wild Adven- “I’m going to play video games

) tures Park and to the beach, and 1  and climb trees. | also hope to see
plan to read at home.” some car races.”
. . ) : . . NicoLLE VALLE KEVIN BARTOSBROCKIE
High: 78 Low: 58 High: 80 Low: 55 High: 81 Low: 58 srd grade 2nd grade
Courtesy of the 325th Operations Support Squadron weather flight
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Air Force officials send Armed Forces Day message

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Thefol-
lowing is an Armed Forces Day mes-
sage from Acting Secretary of the Air
Force Michael L. Dominguez and Air
Force Chief of Staff Gen. John P.
Jumper:

“In the first presidential proclama-
tion for Armed Forces Day in 1950,
President Truman said the day ‘ marks
the first combined demonstration by
America’'s defense team of its
progress ... towards the goal of readi-
ness for any eventuality.’

“The theme of that first Armed
Forces Day was ‘Teamed for De-
fense,” expressing the new unification
of all themilitary forcesunder asingle
department of the government — the
Department of Defense.

“Through more than five decades our
military members — Airmen, Soldiers,
Sailors and Marines — have teamed
with our civilian partners to build the
greatest military in the world. This
joint team is‘ Teamed for Defense’ like

never before and America’'s Airmen
are seamlessly integral to our joint
force.

“More than 25,000 Airmen — active

cial operations units, directly integrat-
ing air and space power. Airmen from
16 different combat support skills are
driving trucks, providing convoy secu-

duty, Guard rity, guarding
and Reserve prisonersand
— are de- interrogating
ployed sup- detainees.
porting op- Airmen have
erations in refocused C-
Irag, Af- 130 Hercules
ghanistan and C-17
and around Globemaster
the world. I arliftmis

On the sions to re-
ground, in duce the
the air and M icHAEL DoMINGUEZ GEN. JoHN P. JuMPER number of

Acting Secretary of the Air Force Chief of Staff of the Air Force

from space, convoys on
Airmen Iragi roads

bring overwhelming air and space
power to bear for the joint team, for
our nation, and for our alliesin the war
on terrorism.

“On the ground, our battlefield Air-
men serve alongside infantry and spe-

by nearly 350 trucks a day.

“In space, we' re maintaining the con-
tinuous flow of communications, sur-
veillance, precision navigation and tar-
geting for the joint team. At home, we
continue flying more than 6,200 sor-

ties annually, ensuring the security of
our sky.

“Airmen are also providing security
and stability operations on the Korean
peninsulaand counterterrorism support
in the Horn of Africa. Following the
tragic south Asian tsunami, Airmen
flew more than 15 million pounds of
food, supplies and equipment into the
area.

“On thisArmed Forces Day, America
pays homage to our military men and
women who have served and are serv-
ing our country so nobly on many
fronts. Our Airmen and their families
are extraordinarily committed to a
cause much greater than themselves.

“If you wear the uniform of the
United States military, be proud. You
have earned the respect of a grateful
nation. Thank you for your sacrifice,
devotion and courage.

“We are honored to serve with you.
May God bless each of you, your fami-
lies and our great nation.”

SVS commander sees Air Force as ‘treasure trove of diversity’

Lt. CoL. MARC PiccoLo
325th Services Squadron commander

When | was growing up, | heard at least five differ-
ent languages on almost a daily basis. In my house |
heard some Italian and a few words of Polish every
now and then. Inthe neighboring households |’ d hear
Lithuanian, Polish, Russian, and German.

Our local community was populated with people
from all over the world who had come to the United
States seeking a better life. They were all very dif-
ferent and all very interesting in their own way. |
used to hear stories about the “old country” all the
time. These stories seemed to have a common end-
ing. Although they missed their native land, they were
all happier to be in the United States. It’'s been said
that one of America’'s greatest strengths is its his-
torical willingness to accept people from different
backgrounds, and I’'m sure my childhood neighbors
would have agreed.

Back then | used to fall asleep on summer nights
listening to Boston Red Sox baseball games on thera-
dio. I’d hear names like Carl Yastremski, Luis Tiant,
Bill Lee, Rico Petrocelli, Jim Rice and Juan Beniquez.
It amazed me that a group of guys who came from so
many different places, spoke so many different lan-
guages, had such different personalities and had such
a variety of economic and social backgrounds could
perform so well as a team.

That team had great talent, big dreams, a lot of de-
termination and they weren’t afraid of achallenge. In
1975 the Red Sox gave their fans as much excitement
asthey could handle. That diverse group of ball play-
ers went all the way to the World Series—only to be
denied a championship by Pete Rose and Cincinnati’'s
“Big Red Machine.”

| think my early introduction to diversity hasalot to
do with why | enjoy the Air Force so much. IntheAir
Force, we place ahigh value on diversity. We cherish
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it as a characteristic that makes our team stronger.
My squadron, the 325th “ Services Clan,” is a trea-
sure trove of diversity, asisthe Air Force as awhole.
In Services we' ve got an assortment of military, civil
service and contract workers operating 35 very dis-

® SeeE DIVERSE Pace 21

The Action Line is your direct line to me. It is one
way to make Tyndall a better place to work and live.

The goal is to provide you with an accurate, timely
response. You must leave your name, phone number or
address to receive a response.

Questions or comments of general interest will be
published in this forum. This avenue should only be used
after coordinating problems or concerns with supervi-
sors, commanders, first sergeants or facility managers.

If you're not satisfied with the response or you are
unable to resolve the problem, call me at 283-2255.

For fraud, waste and abuse calls, you should talk to

the 325th Fighter Wing Inspector General’s Office, Services 283-2501
283-4646. Legal 283-4681

Calls concerning energy abuse should be referred to Housing 283-2036
the energy hot line, 283-3995. CDC 283-4747

Below are more numbers that can help you in resolv-  Wing Safety 283-4231
ing any issues with a base agency. Area Defense Counsel 283-2911
Commissary 283-4825 Finance 283-4117
Pass and I.D. 283-4191 Civil Engineer 283-4949
Medical and Dental 283-7515 Civilian Personnel 283-3203
MEO 283-2739 Base Information 283-1113
MPF 283-2276 Thank you for helping me improve Tyndall and |
SFS Desk Sgt. 283-2254 look forward to hearing from you.
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Wing wins award
for seventh time

2ND LT, WiLLiam PowELL
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

For theseventhtimein Tyndd | history, the325th Fighter Wing
has been awarded the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award.

Theawardisavallabletodl Airmenwho servedinthewing
from Jduly 1, 2002 to June 30, 2004. Since associde unitsare
atached to other wings, no asociate unit is included in this
award.

“ThisOutgtanding Unit Award jusgt proveswhat |’ vedways
heldto betrue—Tyndall ishometo someof thebest Airmenin
the Air Force” said Brig. Gen. Jack Egginton, 325th Fighter
Wing commander. “Our Airmenheretakeprideinthemission
and they deserve to be recognized.”

Theaward will beautometicaly updatedin each authorized
person’s record.

Members can view their awards and ribbons online a the
Virtud Military Personnel Hight Web Ste. Log onto https.//
www.my.af.mil.
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Airman reflects on recent deployment

CAPT. BENITA ARCENEAUX
325th Mission Support Squadron

WithAir Expeditionary Forcero-
tation 3/4 behind me, I’ mreminded
of what an awvesomeexperiencethe
deployment was for our Team
Tyndall members who were de-
ployed in support of operations at
Kirkuk Air Base, Irag.

Throughout the entire 120 days,
Chaplain (Capt.) Hector Colon,
325th Fighter Wing chaplain, and |
worked together to ensure our
Tyndall counterparts were taken
care of to the best of our ahilities.
We scheduled a few days to have
breakfast, lunch and dinner with our
deployed Tyndall Airmento ensure
their needs were met. Their re-
SpoNses were quite impressive as
they talked about their accomplish-
ments.

In total, eight members of Team
Tyndal worked to fulfill the needs
of fellow deployed Airmen from
around the globe in avariety of ar-

eas and brought comfort to the citi-
zensof theregion.

For example, Staff Sgt. Travis
Nelson, 325th Mission Support
Squadron NCO in charge of out-
bound assgnmentsandformd train-
ing, dedicated a lot of his time to
sorting and packing tons of boxes
of school suppliesfrom around the
world, which were sent to Kirkuk
through“ Operation School Supply.”
Through the program, Sergeant
Nelson had the opportunity to per-
sondly ddliver much-needed school
suppliesto someof Irag'schildren.

Additionally, Staff Sgt. Benito
Colon, 325th M SSpersonnel readi-
nesstechnician, stood-up a30-plus
member honor guard, which per-
formed morethan adozen ceremo-
niesduring histimethere.

We also supported our own
troopswhiletherewith many mo-
raleevents, including bazaarsand
Saturday night bingo. There was
aways something for our Airmen

togetinvolvedin.

As the Personnel Support for
Contingency Operationsteam chief,
| want to sdlutemy fellow deployed
Tynddl Airmen. They did an out-
standing job, not only as PERSCO
team members, but dso asAirmen
and ambassadors for Tynddl. Ad-
ditiond memberswere: Master Sgit.
Keith Wade, 325th M SS personnel
systemssuperintendent; Master Sgit.
Matthew Standish, 325th Air Con-
trol Squadron first sergeant; Mas-
ter Sgt. Edward Best, 325th Fighter
Wing Safety OfficeNCO incharge
of ground safety; Staff Sgt. Judtin
Tabert, 325th Civil Engineer Squad-
ron fire protection crew chief; and
Senior Airman Robert Huskey, 325th
CESfireprotection driver/operator.

Findly, | want to thank theentire
Tyndal community for its support.
Beingaway fromfamily andfriends
is difficult, but the support we re-
ceived made our time away alittle
more bearable.

Congratulations to Tyndall’s
major selects!

325th Fighter Wing
ShawvnAnger, 43rdFS

Alexander ArchibadIl11, 325th SFS

ClaytonBartels, 43rd FS
Larry Broadwell J., 14 FS
Michedl Cabrd, 43rdFS
Michad Casey, 1 FS

Scott Davis, 18t FS
JamesDonkin, 325thACS
Robert Fudge, 325thM XS
Jeremy Jenness, 2nd FS
DavidLopez, 43rd FS
Andrew Merkle, 2ndFS
MarcdoMoraes, 325th OSS
Jerdd Perryman, 95th FS
Jason Rudd, 325th OSS
Gregory Soderstrom, 2nd FS
Philip Stodick, 2nd FS

Brian Swyt, 325thOSS
David Vetter, 95th FS
JamesZick, 325thMOS

o

&

AssociateUnits

BrianAlexander, Det 1., 325thFW
Paul Baker, Det. 1, 325th FW
Raymond Besson, Det. 1, 325th FW
lanBoyd, Det. 1, 325th FW

Gabrid Caorera, Det. 1, 325thFW
Joseph Cassidy [1, 82nd ATRS
William Cusick, Det. 1, 325th FwW
Johan Deutscher, 366th OSS
Thoedore Downs, Det. 1, 325th FW
Jay Gibson, 83rd FWS

Alexander Haddad, 12th FS

Ronad Hoffmeyer, Det. 1, 325th FW
Tammidi Langley, Det. 1, 325thFW
Christopher Mdlory, Det. 1, 325th
FwW

DenissMcAllister, 1 AF
JroMcCoy, 23rd FTS

Michadl Merritt, 1ISAF

Scott Minton, Det. 1, 325th FW
Cal Mullenll, 23rdFTS

Arvid Opry, Det. 1, 325thFW

Erik SdI, AFCESA

Mark Saton, Det. 1, 325th FW
Jeffrey Ward, SEADS
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From heaven to earth: Eagle pilot joins convoy mission

Capr. Ep EKPOUDOM
Multinational Forces-Iraq Strategic Communications

BAGHDAD, Irag — For Mg. Harlie Bodine, atypica
day at theofficeisspent at 25,000 feet ensuring theAir Force
maintainsair supremacy and dominance over the battl efield.
TheF-15C Eagleingtructor pilot'sjobistotrain student pilots
to detect, acquire and destroy enemy aircraft while operating
infriendly or enemy-controlled airspace.

Sowhen theass stant director of operationsassignedtothe
95th Fighter Squadron a here recently found himself provid-
ing perimeter security for his convoy on one of Baghdad's
busest highways Mgor Bodinesaid heredizedjust how much
he's had to change hisfocus since arriving in Irag on an Air
Expeditionary Forcedeployment.

“My mission at home (Tynddl) isair dominance,” hesaid.
“I'venever redly had to focuson what was hgppening onthe
ground.”

Magjor Bodine has been deployed here as an Iragi Survey
Group liaison officer to Multinational Forces-Iraq and was

recently reassgned to the MNF-I Combined Intelligence
Operations Center as chief of future operations. The re-
cently disbanded Iragi Survey Group led the efforts to un-
cover the former regime's banned wegpons programs since
June 2003 and a so supported the counter-insurgency mission
here. In hisrole asan ISG LNO, Mgor Bodine served as a
conduit of information between the survey groupand MNF-I,
which overseesall Codlition Operationsin Irag.

“My job has been to ensure timely, accurate information
flow between thel SG and MNF-I. With my trangition to the
CIOC, I will now bein chargeof planning and coordinating al
intelligence collection missonsrun by the CIOC.”

There are no F-15C Eagle units currently assigned to the
U.S. Centrd Command area-of -respongibility, sothe 12-year
Air Force veteran had to volunteer for duty in Iraqg.

“I waslooking for away to serve and contributeto Opera-
tion Iragi Freedom, so | volunteered for a non-flying staff
position,” hesaid.

For the past two months, Mg or Bodine hasworked out of

Maj. Harlie Bodine looks over the city of Baghdad,
Iraq, from a helicopter during his recent tour there.

the dtrategic operations center at MNF-I headquarters with
occasiond tripsback to | SG headquarters, but hisjob some

® See BODINE Pace 21
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Airmen share Asian/Pacific culture through dance

STAFF SGT. BENJAMIN ROJEK
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

What do hulaand Thai dancing havein
common?

Well, during the Asian/Pacific Heritage
committee’s Food Tasting Extravaganza,
they will both serve as glimpsesinto cul-
tures Tyndall Airmen may not know alot
about.

Airmen 1st Class ChristinaMcKee and
JoanaKilloren, both with the 325th Fighter
Wing command post, will perform Thai
and hula dances at the food tasting
Wednesday at Chapel 2. But don't ex-
pect amateur night. These two women
have been performing dance for quite a
while.

For Airman McKee, it all started 17
years ago in Fort Walton Beach. Her
mother, a native Thai, had moved there
in 1985 with Airman McKee' sfather, an
Airman. Mrs. McKee made sure her
daughter was raised around the Thai cul-
ture, and got involved with the Thai com-
munity in the area.

“When | was 6 years old, a friend of
my mom taught girlshow to Thai dance,”
said Airman McKee. “1 wasthe only one
of my friendswho continued with it after
we got older.”

She said her mother would watch her

practice dancing at home and would teach
her how to move her hands softer, how
to hear the music.

“You just do thedance,” shesaid. “ You
fedl it.

“With Thai dancing,” she continued,
“you express by movements and facial
expressionswhat the song is saying. And
you haveto smile big time.”

Thai danceis not just the movements,
though. According to Airman McKeg, the
songs are also expressed through the el-
egant, detailed costumes. The dancers
wear bright colorson Thai silk, hair orna-
ments and make-up, and they dance bare-
foot.

“It'slike being a princess,” she said.

But she’s not the only one dressing up.

Airman Killoren, who islearning Thai
dancing, is a professional hula dancer.
Born in Guam, she moved between the
largeidland and Tinian, asmall island with
about 300 locals. Hotel sand casinoswere
built on Tinian, which iswhere she made
money and honed her skills as a hula
dancer.

“| learned how to dance when | was 7
yearsold,” said Airman Killoren. “1 was
taught by a woman who was a certified
hula dancer, but she wasn't allowed to
certify others.”

She wasn’t considered a professional
dancer until shewas certified at 14 years
old. From then on, shehad arigid routine
of dance practice every day, for hours at
atime. And it was through hula dancing
that she was able to share her culture
with the world and learn about what lay
outside Tinian.

“| traveled to Chinaand Japan, and the
islands of Palau, Rota and Saipan,” she
said. “I was able to learn alot about dif-
ferent cultureswhiletraveling. The Japa-
nese culturewasvery interesting to me.”

However, it was a trip to perform in
Washington, D.C., that taught her about
America.

“The people of Tinian are not com-
pletely familiar with American politicsand
history,” said Airman Killoren. “(Thetrip
to Washington) was my first experience
with American culture.”

Although Airman McKee and Airman
Killoren joined the Air Force for differ-
ent reasons, both enjoy the diversity and
acceptance of the military.

“Being inthe military hastaught me so
much — like how sheltered | was,” said
AirmanKilloren. “Living on such asmall
island, you don’t get to see a lot of the
world.”

“1 really like how everyonein America

Airmen 1st Class JoanaKilloren and
Christina McKee, both with the 325th

Fighter Wing command post,
practice some dance moves recently.
Airman Killoren has performed hula
professionally around the world, and
Airman McKee has performed Thai
dance while competing in pageants.

is from different cultures,” said Airman
McKee. “When there is cultural diver-
sity, you are ableto learn about different
people, lifestylesand histories. Everyone
has something to bring to the table.”

Joseph Dietz, 83rd FWS
JacquelyneHuie, 81st RCS
NatashiaNikolao, 325thACS
Jared Henry, 81st RCS

Margarita Cuevas, 325th CONS
JoshuaDarting, 372nd TRS/Det. 1
Michael Kell, 372nd TRS/Det. 1
Chrydtian Gonzaez, 325thAMXS
Klexton Jett 11, 325thAMXS
Scott Webb, 325th CS

Jared Trumbower, 325thAMX S
NicholasThomas, 325thAMXS
Albert Lamaslll, 372nd TRS/Det. 1
Derrick Drennan, 325th SFS
Damon Montagano, 325thM XS

Academic Award: Michael Kell

John L. Levitow: John Salzman
Leadership Award: Derrick Drennan

Congratulations ALS graduates!

(Editor’s note: The following senior airmen graduated from Airman Leadership School Tuesday.)

Andrew Greer, 325thAM XS
Garrett Baker, 325thMXS

Scott Hebard, 325th MOS
Benjamin LaBarge, 325th CES
Harold Muniz-Ruiz, 823rd RHS/Det. 1
Raymond Dempsey, 325thAMXS
Cody Bruinsma, 325thAMXS
Eric Cadorette, 325thAMXS
Bandele Howes, 325thM XS
Robert Price, AFCESA

Rodrigo Vener, 325thADS
NinaButler, 325thAMXS

John Salzman, 115thM XS
Nicholas Stehling, 115thAMXS
Mandy Joens, 155th M SF

Class award winners:
Distinguished Graduates: Bandele Howes

Michael Kell

Black bears on Tyndall

People on Tyndall are not in danger with these
bears on base. Bears are shy creatures that typi-
caly avoid confrontation with humans. The best
thing people can do is stay away from the bears
and do not feed them. Intentional feeding isillegal
and violators can be arrested and fined.

However, there are some unintentional food
sources that residents on Tyndall leave around ev-
ery day. Thefollowing items attract bears and must
be stored in a secure place:

* Garbage cans

* Bird feeders

* Pet food and pet food dishes

* Squirrel and other wildlife feeders

* Barbecue grills and smokers

* Livestock feed

* Compost piles

* Beehives

If a bear has become a nuisance in your neigh-
borhood, call 325th Civil Engineer Squadron Natu-
ral Resourcesat 283-2641 or 283-2822. After hours,
call 325th Security Forces at 283-2254.
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New pin honors

JODIE SCHWARTZ
325th Mission Support Squadron

May is Military Spouse Appreciation
Month, and it isdso atimewhereAir Force
members can thank their spouses for their
unfailing support with a Guardians of Free-
dom Spouse Pin.

Inour nation’ srecent history, thousands of
servicemembers have been
placedin harm’sway asthey stood
watch asfreedom’sguardian. The
military spouseis frequently the
unsung hero standing watch on
thehomefront, facing challenges
aone and providing continuous,
dedicated support to our deployed
military.

The military spouse makes difficult sacri-
ficesof hisor her own, and havecalled upon
inner reserves to nurture family life so that
the servicemember canfocuson thebusiness
a hand. Military spouses willingly pack up
and relocate countless times, and are fre-
quently separated fromtheir own parentsand
sblingsfor saverd yearsat atime.

Often the Air Force spouse is placed in
unfamiliar ethnic or cultura settings, or are-

U'S. AIR FORCE

‘unsung heroes’

motelocation. They meet thischallengewith
confidence and pride and likewise extend a
welcome hand and hospitality to visitors to
our country.

Air Force leadership has launched a ser-
vice-wideprogramto helprecognizetheva u-
ablesarvicesprovided by spousesthroughthe
Guardians of Freedom Spouse Pin. The pin,
featuringabluedtar cradledinthe
Air Forcesymbol, isacontempo-
rary adaptation of awartimetra-
dition. Beginningwith\WorldWer
I, families hung service flagsin
their windows to display a blue
gar for eachfamily member serv-
ing inthe Armed Forces.

Airmencanshow their appreciaionof their
Air Forcespouse by giving himor her anAir
Force Spouse Pinin appreciation of their sac-
rifices and dedication. In addition to the pin,
spouseswill receiveapersondized | etter from
Air Forceleadership. All Airmen (activeduty,
Guard or Reserve) are able to participate in
the program. For more informetion or to or-
der the pin, see the Guardians of Freedom
Web site at www.yourguardians-
offreedom.com.

Tech. Sgt. Brady Chieffi
| =W Duty title: Medical material NCO in

charge

months

N.J.

Congratulations to Tyndall’s newest re-enlistees!

SSgt. Charles Brooks
SSgt. Ferdinand Brown
MSgt. Vincent Brown
SrA Richard Burton
SSgt. Tracey Carroll
TSgt. James Crosson
TSgt. Brian Fleming
SSgt. Emily Gazzaway
SrA TravisGlick

SrA Richard Haley
SrA Ralph Heard
SSgt. Charles Hernandez
TSgt. Christi Higgins
SrA Steven Hirzel
SSgt. Wayne Hulse
SrA Patrick Jordan
SSgt. Douglas Jones
TSgt. Tod Keiffer

SrA Gordon Lam

TSgt. Miguel Lang
SrA Alan Leiby

SSgt. Frederick Madison
SrA Brian Manning
SSgt. Arnold Monsale
SSgt. Johnny Morris
SrA Jonathan Morris

SSgt. Corey Murray
SSgt. Christopher Myers

SSgt. Tommy Nixon
SrA Randal Ogozal ek
SSgt. Michael Ostiguy
SSgt. Jeffrey Pastva
SrA Andrew Poist

SrA Derek Robeson
MSgt. James Robertson
TSgt. Guadal upe Rodriguezval dez
SSgt. Michael Rose
TSgt. Sheryl Rudzewicz
SrA Prentice Sanders
SSgt. Richard Schantz
SrA Susan Sheehy

SrA James Smith

SSgt. Derek Snyder
SrA Paul Szymanski
MSgt. Darrin Todd
CMSgt. Dana Truesdell
SSgt. Antonio Valente
SSgt. Bobbie Walden
TSgt. GinaWatson

SrA Scott Webb

SSgt. Jeremy Wheeler
SrA Joseph Young

Hometown: Point Pleasant Beach,

Time on station: Ten months .
Time in service: Twenty years, eight

The Gulf Defender is published
for people like Airman 1st Class
Matthew A. Helton, 325th Civil
Engineer Squadron firefighter.

Lisa Norman
Sergeant Chieffi receives the Checkertail Salute Warrior
of the Week award from Col. Brian Dickerson, 325th
Fighter Wing vice commander.

The Checkertail Clan salutes Sergeant Chieffi, 325th Medi-
cal Support Squadron medical material NCO in charge. He
was the focal point for flu vaccine acquisition and distribu-
tion, protecting 7,500 Tyndall personnel. Sergeant Chieffi also
spearheaded Operation Candy Cane, delivering more than
3,500 candy canes to deployed personnel in Irag.

Hobbies: Art, music, collecting toys
and antiques

Goals: To be successful in anything |
do

Favorite movie: “Robots”

Favorite book: “Dante’s Inferno”
Favorite thing about Tyndall: My job
Pet peeves: Dishonest people
Proudest moment in the military:
Winning this award

The Checkertail Salute is a 325th Fighter
Wing commander program designed to
recognize Tyndall’s Warrior of the Week.
Supervisors can nominate individuals via
their squadron and group commanders.
Award recipients receive a certificate, letter
from the commander and a one-day pass.
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Training Spotlight

What was it like to
launch your first jet?

Itfelt great when | saw
the jet in the air, because |
knew | put it there.”

AIRMAN 1st CLAass Nick TamMM

372nd Training Squadron/Detachment 4
Mission Ready Airmen student

AIRMAN 1sT CLASS SARAH M cDowELL
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

(Editor’s note: This is the third of a
four part series highlighting the Intelli-
gence Flight Training Unit here.)

Itissaid that knowledgeispower, andin
the life of intelligence personnel, the say-
ingisafact.

The third week of the F-15C Eagle In-
telligence Formal Training Unit course here
putsthe finishing touches on what students
learned during the first two, as it teaches
them how to convey the knowledge they
have learned about the F-15Cs systems
and capabilities.

“Thetraining during the first two weeks
of class was more focused on the charac-
teristics and capabilities of the F-15C, and
now the focus has shifted more towards
skillsand knowledge pertaining to briefing
and debriefing pilots for the missionsthey
will fly in combat,” said 2nd Lt. Christian
Fisher, 325th Operations Support Squad-
ron IFTU student.

During their third training week, intelli-
gence students put their training to work
asthey gather and evaluate informationin
order to write amission report for pilots.

“A mission report is an intelligence re-
port that is written based on a pilot’'s de-
brief,” said Staff Sgt. Ramon Martinez,
325th OSS IFTU instructor.

This report combines information from
the pilot’sflight, such asair engagements,
communication problems or surface fires
and is given to wing level intelligence for
analysis to better the next mission, said

Sudent Focus
Knowing is half the battle for mtel student
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Sergeant Martinez.

This is the biggest piece of the week in
which the students’ central focusison com-
bat mission planning. During CM P, students
learn about air tasking orders, specid instruc-
tions, evasion and recovery materials, de-
briefing and pre-mission briefings, said Staff
Sergeant Ryan Roush, 325th OSSIFTU in-
structor. And, unlike the previous weeks of
academics, the third ismostly hands on.

“Each week has built upon the knowl-
edge we have gained in the previous week,
so with every lesson we are taught, every
test we take or briefing we give, we are
better prepared for the challenges that lie
ahead,” Lieutenant Fisher said.

And, in the operational field, there are

Airman 1st Class Sarah McDowell

Staff Sgt. Ramon Martinez, 325th Operations Support Squadron F-15 intelligence
instructor, simulates being a pilot who gives Tech. Sgt. Ron Delicath and 2nd Lt.
Tyson Wetzel, both F-15 intelligence students, a debrief of a recent mission.

many challenges that lie ahead for intelli-
gence personnel, because they are expected
to providevital information to warfighters.

“They (learn to) use that information to
warn or inform other pilotswhat’s going on
inthewar,” Sergeant Martinez said. “ They
will especially tell pilotswho are next to fly
in that threat area.”

Teaching students how to gather and prop-
erly convey this information accurately is
the point of the class.

“Theknowledgethat | have will help me
to be a bridge between the world of the pi-
lot and the intelligence community, two
worlds that operate in considerably differ-
ent ways,” Lieutenant Fisher said. “1 ook
forward to putting these skills to work.”

International
house of

handshakes

Col. Timothy Merrell,
325th Operations Group
commander, extends
well wishes to graduates
of the International
Theater Air Operations
Course (Class 05003)
Tuesday, after their
graduation ceremony in
the 325th Air Control
Squadron auditorium.
The eight graduates
represented the air
forces of Jordan,
Morocco, Egypt, Israel,
Singapore and Thailand.

F-15 Eagle B-Course progress chart
Class # 10% 200 3% 40% S0% 60% 7% 80% 9{@ 100%
2005/ B T %F -May 23
B
200555 |1 ;%;& June22
NN
200GCET | I ———— July 14
2005D5T | — Aug.10
Ty
2005EBT ——— e Sep. 1
Steve Wallace v
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Lisa Norman
Neal Darnell, in his “Flash Fire” Jet Truck, prepares to blaze down Tyndall's runway
Saturday. Mr. Darnell excited the crowd twice each day by demonstrating the speed
and power of his truck. The jet engine produces more than 12,000 pounds of thrust,
which accelerates the truck to speeds exceeding 350 mph.

Airman 1st Class Sarah McDowell

Above: Patty Wagstaff demonstrates
her aerobatic skills as she pilots her
Extra 300S upside down towards a
banner held up by her assistants.
Right: An F-16 Fighting Falcon from
the California Air National Guard’s
144th Fighter Wing in Fresno, Calif.,
demonstrates the jet’s agile combat
maneuver capabilities for the crowd
Saturday.

1stLt. Albert Bosco

May 20, 2005

—
»

The headlining act of Gulf Coast Salute 2005, the Canadian Forces’ Snowbire
May 12 here. The team formed in 1972, and has performed for more than

MAsSTER SGT. MARY McHALE
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Morethan 21,000 visitorsviewed agrid demonstrationsand vis-
ited ground displaysduring Tyndall’ sannua Gulf Coast Sal ute Sat-
urday and Sunday.

Themed “ A Saluteto North America,” the open housefeatured a
vaiety of atractionstoincludethe U.S. Army Golden Knightspara:
chute demongtration team, the Canadian Forces' SkyHawks para-
chute team, the Canadian Force's Snowbirds aeria demonstration
sguadron and avariety of other demondtrations and dtatic displays.

Each of the parachuteteamsperformed flagjumpsastheir nation's
national anthem played to officialy openthe show Saturday.

During the free-fdl portion of their show, two Golden Knights
exchanged abaton to demonstrate control of flight asthey hurtle a
speeds up to 120 miles per hour. At the end of their afternoon
performances, the Golden Knights presented the batonsto Tyndall
memberstothank themfor their helpwiththeshow. Magter
Sgt. Benjamin Rausa, 325th Maintenance Squadron, received the
first baton after the specia show May 13. Capt. Charleen Barlow,
325th Services Squadron, received the baton on Saturday and the
Golden Knights handed the baton to 2nd Lt. Dave Peolillo, 43rd
Aircraft Maintenance Unit, after the show Sunday.

Whenvisitors eyesweren’t skyward, they could view and walk
through severd detic displays parked dong the flightline. These
displays ranged from World War 11 vintage aircraft like the B-17
Flying Fortress and P-40 Warhawk to the newest aircraft in theAir
Force inventory, the F/A-22 Raptor. Vistors dso got a close-up
view of someof thelarger Air Force assetswith awak through the
C-5 Gaaxy and C-17 Globemadter I11.

And for the |
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Gene McCall
experiences his
own form of flight
as he flies down
one of the bouncy
slides set up to
entertain children
during the open
house. Children of
all ages could find
something to do
Saturday and
Sunday, including
a rock climbing
wall, a Home
Depot-sponsored
building area and
Stepping Stones to
Aviation pedal
planes.

Lisa Norman
Two Snowbirds perform a high-speed pass with minimum
separation during the show Sunday. The team often flies less
than four feet from each other during their unique formations.

2nd Lt. William Powell

2nd Lt. William Powell
is, performs a pre-show aerial demonstration
16 million spectators across North America.

ittle vidtors, there was Jay Jay the Jet Plane and
toAviation, wherechildrenrodedonga“flight path”
\ hangar full of activitiesa sokept thechildren enter-

cyﬂldesaldhoggesmdprqedtdolm - The Canadian Forces’ SkyHawks perform a three-man
displaysweremilitary. Oneof theevent highlights - ¢, ation to demonstrate the team's precision and skill

iI's “Flash Fire' Jet Truck. Performing twice éch  hile parachuting. The SkyHawks have performed for
and his Chevy S-10 pickup truck, modifiedwitha more than 65 million people all across the world since 1971.
34-48 jet engine, wowed the crowd as he dowly

) the end of the runway, shooting smoke and flames
nein preparation for hissix-second rocket ridedown
beeds greater than 300 mph.

red sotreated to spectacul ar aerobatic performances
g performers such asthe Red Eagle demonstration
rmed twice daily, Eric Beard's " Russian Thunder”
demondtration by the “First Lady of Aerobatics,”

Lisa Norman

was excdlent and Petty Wagdaff was avesome,”
, aGCS 2005 attendee. “Wewill beback next year.”
d ute each day were the Canadian Forces' Snow-
jet aeria demongtration squadron is celebrating its
y this year. The crowd's gppreciation for their per-
pparent as peoplewaved and gave thumbsup tothe
ck after their performances.
said Donavan Fogter, ayoung visitor from Panama
ed it whenthey flew upand did acircle”

.. . . Lisa Norman 2nd Lt. William Powell
-wesherefromLouisville, Ky, for thethirdsraight 5 g5 Spirit stealth bomber from the 509th Bomb Wing at Sydney Miles and her dad, Randy, enjoy the aerial
=d the show both days. Whiteman AFB, Mo., soars through the sky Saturday as demonstrations Sunday. More than 21,000 people from Bay

ariety,” hesad. “Yougettoseethingsthat younor- it flies over the Tyndall runway. County and beyond visited Tyndall to learn more about the
oseg likethe -4 flyingdongsdean F15." nation’s military capabilities and enjoy the demonstrations.
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RAO volunteers

The Retiree Activities Office is seeking
volunteers to assist with the various tasks
associated with running the office. The
RAO is an all-volunteer organization that
provides assistance and information to
Tyndall’s retiree community on retiree-re-
lated issues. Those interested in volunteer-
ing should contact the office at 283-2737 or
by e-mail at tyndall. RAO@tyndall.af .mil.

Survivor Benefit Plan

Retiring members need to build an estate
to protect their families from the loss of re-
tirement benefitsif they die. The SBPisan
inexpensive protection that will ensuretheir
spouse will have guaranteed incomefor life.
Insurance and investment plans have a
place in the estate plan of many retiring
members, but as a supplement to SBP, not
as a replacement for SBP. For more infor-
mation, call Alicia Gibbons, Tyndall’s SBP
counselor, at 283-8392.

Gulf Defender survey

The 325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs of -
fice would like to know what you think
would make the Gulf Defender better. On
May 1, the PA office launched a survey to
find out what you read and why; how the
paper could improve; and what is impor-
tant to you as areader. The survey will run
through May 30. To make the survey as
simple as possible, it is available online at
www.afnews.af.mil/internal/survey/
survey_index.htm. If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, contact the Gulf Defender
editorial staff at 283-4500.

Gulf Coast Community College
GCCC will be holding a placement test
1 p.m. June 1 at the Tyndall Education Cen-
ter. The cost is $4 and there will be limited
space. For moreinformation, call 283-4332.

Heart Link

The quarterly Heart Link session at
Tyndall is scheduled for 8 am. to 2:30 p.m.
today at the Enlisted Club Classics Lounge.
Heart Link isafun-filled, fast-paced, infor-
mation-packed orientation for spouses af-
filiated with the Air Force for five years or
less. Spouses of permanent party members
or students are invited to attend this free
program. Spouses with more than five years
can also benefit from Heart Link and are in-
vited to attend on a space available basis.
For more information, call the Family Sup-
port Center at 283-4204 or 283-4205.

Exceptional Family Member Conference

The Army and Marines have announced
the first-ever Exceptional Family Member
Conference for DOD families of adults and
children with autism or other disabilities.

Gulf Guide
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Heart pumping action

Eddie Walker, left, practices
cardiopulmonary resuscitation while
Natalee Sbrano keeps the ‘victim’s’
airway open during a lifeguard
training exercise at the base pool
May 13. Outdoor Recreation, which
runs the base pool, holds the training
two to three times every summer to
keep their lifeguards prepared.
During the exercise, a pool staff
member will fall into the pool and it
is up to the lifeguards to pull him out
and simulate CPR.

1stLt. Albert Bosco

The conference is being sponsored by the
Marines and will be held in Quantico, Va.,,
June 1-3. Registration is $55 per person.
For more information on the conference and
other classes, events and support agencies,
go to www.quantico.usmc-mccs.org/per-
sonal/efmp.htm.

Asian/Pacific Heritage Month

The Asian/Pacific Heritage committee in-
vites Tyndall to their free Food Tasting Ex-
travaganza from noon to 3 p.m. Saturday at
Chapel 2. There will be different foods from
across the region, as well as entertainment.
Also, the APH committee will be hosting a
luncheon 11:30 am. to 1 p.m. Wednesday at
the Officers' Club. The cost of the luncheon
is$8 for club members, $9 for nonmembers.
For more information, contact Airman 1st
Class ChristinaMcKee at 283-8535.

National Police Week

Team Tyndall will participate and host mul-
tiple activitiesin observance of 2005 National
Police Week. Everyone is invited to join the
325th Security Forces Squadron from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Saturday at the Base Exchangefor a
static display showcasing Air Force and lo-
cal law enforcement equipment, such as ve-
hicles, weapons and military working dogs,
as well as the Drug Awareness and Resis-
tance Education program and a bike safety
inspection. For more information, call the
325th SFS police services section at 283-2558.

Powerful Parenting

The Tyndall Community Center offers
Powerful Parenting for Moms and Pops of
Tots each Wednesday from 9-10:30 a.m.
Bring ideas on how to make this a fun, ex-
citing and educational experiencefor all. For
more information, contact L aurie Campbell
at 286-6501 or e-mail znory7@yahoo.com.

Focus 56

Focus 56, an organization made up of
staff and technical sergeants, provides a
voice for the base’s junior NCOs. They are
committed to facilitating professionalism
and growth throughout Tyndall’s enlisted
force. Those looking to join this growing
organization can come out to the business
meetings at 3 p.m. the second Friday of
each month at the Enlisted Club, or to the
informal socials at 3 p.m. the fourth Friday
of each month at the Beacon Beach Ma-
rina. For more information, call Staff Sgt.
PompilioAlfaro, Jr., at 283-7019.

Patient travel vouchers
Effectiveimmediately, the 325th Medical
Group Resource Management Office will
process patient travel vouchers 7:45 a.m.
to noon on a walk-in basis and afternoons
by appointment only Monday—Friday. If
you have any questions on this matter or
would like to make an appointment, con-
tact Staff Sgt. Eric Williams at 283-7736.

21st Annual SAME Golf Outing

The Society of American Military Engi-
neers will hold a golf tournament Wednes-
day at Pelican Point Golf Course. The tour-
nament directly benefits local Bay County
students by providing scholarship oppor-
tunities. There will be numerous prizes,
awards and giveaways, including a chance
to win $10,000 and a brand new car. The
tournament is open to the public. For more
information contact Capt. John Lantz at
283-6489 or at john.lantz@tyndall.af . mil.

Thrift Shop hours

Normal hours are 9:30 am. to 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday—Friday. Consignments are
9:30-11:30 a.m. Wednesday and Thursday.
For moreinformation, call 286-5888.

Chapel Schedule

Weekly Bible study

The Bible study “Life Without Strife’ meets
6:30-8 p.m. every Tuesday night at the Spiritua
Fitness building by Chapel Two, in Room 108.

Marriage class

Catholic military personnel contemplating mar-
riagewithinthe next sx monthsareinvited to par-
ticipatein aone-day preparation being held 9 am.
to4p.m. June4 a Chape 2. Thisclassisdesigned
to help couples learn more about each other and
the sgnificance of marriage in the Cathalic faith.
These classes are required in advance of confirm-
ingamarriagedate. Toregigter, call 283-2925.

Catholic services
Daily Mass, 11:30 a.m. Monday—Friday,
Chapel Two
Reconciliation, before Saturday Mass or
by appointment
Saturday Mass, 5 p.m., Chapel Two
Sunday Mass, 9:30 am., Chapel Two
Religious Education, 11 a.m., Bldg. 1476

Protestant services
Traditional worship service, 9:30 am.,
Chapel One
Religious education classes, 9:30—
10:30am., Bldg. 1476
Contemporary worship service, 11 am.,
Chapel Two
Wednesday Fellowship, 5 p.m.,
Chapel Two

Muslim services

A prayer roomwill be open for Dhuhr Prayer
Monday—Thursday in the Spiritual Mainte-
nancebuilding near theflightline. Therewill also
be Jumauh services at 12:30 p.m. the second
and fourth Friday of each month.
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2nd Lt. William Powell

Eye on the ball

Chad Summers winds up to smack the ball during the 325th Comptroller Squadron's softball practice
Tuesday here. Squadron teams are practicing every day for the upcoming intramural softball season, .
which begins May 23. Last year's champion was the 325th Maintenance Squadron. Di ary of a Mad

Black Woman

: 6 p.m. Thursday
I n tra‘m u ral Sp O rtS Sta‘n d I n g S Helen McCarthy haseverything shewants: anice
house and arich husband. Then her husband Charles
d throws her out after admitting to an affair. A dis-
Support yOUI' Sq uadron Golf traught Helen turnsto her mother, grandmother and
| cousin Brian who take her in and turn her back to
-SpO rts programs: God. Helen learns for the first time in her life to
The intramural softball season starts Team Points stand up on her own and is ready to remove herself
. : CES 245 Orlando. But when her husband isalmost killed by
representativeto sign up. If your Squad' CONR1 225 avengeful client, Helenwondersif she hasthe heart
ron does not have a team, ask your 0SS 21.5 to forgive him despite everything.
squadron sports representative to have AFCESA 20.5
your name put on the players pool list. CONR2 19.5 (All' movie information courtesy of
. . SEADS 19 i i issi
For more information on softball or ) 18 wwwwimdb.com. Used with permission.)
other intramural sports, contact the AMXS 17 cececececesccscsesesesssssse
i - MSS 16.5 ° . . °
Tyndall Fitness Center at 283-2631. e o *  The movie selections for *
ggi WEG ﬁg . June have yet to be deter- ¢
e e « mined. Remember that all «
RHS 1 * movies are subject to change ¢
oSS e : without notice. Snacks are &
ACS 6 . availableat the Enlisted Club. «
SFS 3 :oooooooooooooooooooooooooo:
1st FS 0
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ORI TIP OF
THE WEEK
Week 5:

If there is a problem,
the inspectors will
find it. Don’t attempt
to cover it up; be
prepared to answer
what you are doing
to fix the problem.
Don’t try to criticize
other areas or blame
problems on others.

Openation:
Sumsvnen Sunvivenn

In preparation for the 101
Critical Days of Summer,
Tyndall is setting aside May 27
to remind everyone to keep
safe the Air Force’s number
one resource: the Airmen.

Beginning at 10:30 a.m.,
people can come out to
Heritage Park and see
displays and demonstrations
promoting safety, as well as
the Chiefs vs. Eagles softball
game. There will be food and
drinks available at the park.

News/news.htm.

Did you miss past issues of the

Gulf Defender? Don't fret!
We're online: www.tyndall.af.mil/
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Radio messages connect families to front lines

DALLAS — The Army & Air Force Exchange Ser-
vicerecently introduced its Patriot Family Connection pro-
gram to help connect deployed military members with
their loved ones back home.

The new program offers family members, friends of
deployed service members and AAFES associates a
chance to record their greetings, words of support and
thanks. Messages can be recorded 24 hours a day, free
of charge, and are forwarded to American Forces Net-
work Radio, whichisheard at |ocations overseasinclud-
ing those in Operations Enduring and Iraqgi Freedom.

“Recording the messagesisjust onesmall element of a
larger AAFES Patriot Family marketing program that in-

cludesnumerousinitiatives,” said Mike Westphal, AAFES
Marketing Directorate senior vice president. “It started
with the Patriot Family Treein December. Now, we have
the Patriot Family Connection and ‘ We All HaveaHand
in Securing Our Freedom’ hand trace banners we'll be
sending downrange. Soon we |l be sending dozens of ban-
ners downrange for deployed troops to sign. Then those
banners will tour each AAFES region.”

The Patriot Family Connectionisone of several initia-
tivesAAFESIisusing to hel p bridge the distance between
the homefront and the front lines. Thisnew program has
already yielded messages from Americans expressing
their support for troops serving downrange.

Doug Ford from Denton, N.C., calledin hisgreeting, “I
want to send all the best wishes to the troops. God bless
y'all and thank y’ al for everything you do.”

Another greeting, recorded by Jean Helen from Co-
lumbus, Ga.,, said, “1 want to tell all the troops every-
wherewe rewith your familiesback here supporting them
while you' re overseas. We love al you guys. Thank you
for what you' re doing, and we appreciate your families
and their bravery while they’ re waiting on you.”

Anyone can record a message simply by calling
1-800-713-1302 and following the prompts. For more
information, log on to www.AAFES.com and click on
the Patriot Family link.

o you have c,ueyﬁom'?

We have the answers!

Callthe
Sfmyﬁf Talk Center at

(877) 529-5540,
24~ﬁ0mﬂ5’ a é/ﬂy,
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Committee reviewing military pay package

Donna MILES
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON (AFPN) —A new committee is study-
ing the military compensation system to come up with ways
to bring it more in line with what servicemembers want and
operational needsdemand.

Thedefenseadvisory committeeon military compensation
held itsfirst public meeting May 11 to explain how Defense
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld asked them to take alook at
the current system and recommend how to make it better.

The committee will look at the whole

sarve. That isparticularly important when they are burdened
by multiple deployments and family separations, Admiral
Rillingsad.

One issue the committee will deal with is that many
servicemembers are more interested in cash in hand than
retirement or other benefits.

“They tend to va ue current compensation morethan com-
pensation that they will not receive for 10 or 20 years, or
maybenot at dl,” hesaid.

Retirement benefits become more important later in a

servicemembers  career, when they be-

compensation program for peoplein the FORCE SUSTAINMENT comecritica tomilitary retention, Admi-

active and reserve components, sad re-
tired Navy Adm. Donad Filling, commit-
tee chairman and former vice chief of na- .
val operations.

This includes basic, specia and incen- )
tivepays; benefitsrangingfromhousingto i
medica care; and deferred pay that in-

0

cludesretirement pay and survivor benefits, he said.

The committee will attempt to Strike the best balance be-
tween cash and benefits, current and deferred compensation,
and the need for flexibility during peacetime aswell aswar,
Admird Rllingsaid.

It will also consider the best way to compensate guards-
men and reservists who are deploying frequently to support
military operations, hesaid.

Thegodl isto ensure the armed forces continue to attract
and retain top-qudlity, highly motivated peopleand to ensure
they and their families receive the compensation they de-

ra Rillingsaid.

range of views about specific changes’
inthecompensation package, al tobecon-
sidered during the committee’sddlibera
tions, hesaid.

But one particular message came through loud and clear.

“All asked for an architecture that allows flexibility rather
than mandatory changesin compensation,” Admira Filling
sd.

Flexibility will be akey god asthe military undergoesits
longest period of sustained conflict Sncethedl-volunteer force
was conceived in the early 1970s, he said.

The committee plans to present Secretary Rumsfeld an
interim report of itsrecommendationsby | ate September and
the final report in April 2006, officids said. The next of its
public meetingsisscheduled for June7.

M TP During meetings May 10 with service
I leaders, committee members heard “a
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Lisa Norman

Walking the ‘line

Tyndall Airmen slowly make their way down the flightline during the wing-wide Foreign Object
Debris Walk Monday. Airmen picked up any loose objects on the flightline left over from the Gulf
Coast Salute 2005 Saturday and Sunday. There are constant FOD checks on the flightline, but
this event was a way to get the runway ready for Tyndall’s mission: Air Dominance training.
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Funshine NEW) <23

MAY IS All Ranks at the O’ Club
<’ Tyndall's We've C"af"’d

FI TN ESS &S Famous Gulf Coast| | Our Hours <

MONTH All ranks at the Tyndall Enlisted Club Shrimp and Community Center
Free Movie seafood Monday Closed

Nicht Bonanza Tuesday - Thursday ~ 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 pun,
8 Friday, June 3 - 5:30-8:30 p.m, Fridey 9:00am.- 1:00 am.
Thursday e - Menu - Saturday 11:00 am. - 1:00 am.
Diary of a Mad _ Sunday 12:00 p.m, - 10:00 P,
Snow Crab Station
. Black Woman Peel & Eat Shrimp Station Leisure Travel Office
Come out and get fit with Rated PG-13 gee aning tatior Tuesday - Friday ~ 6:30 am,-5:00
the Services Squadron! MOVie 6 m Variety of Selected Shrlmp Dishes ' e W Hile
p-m. Breaded Shrimp .
Devoted housewife Helen and power- Seafood Newberg Pizza Pub
Today - Squadron Challenge ful ?cttc%mey ;harler h;we I?I p[ictut;e— _ Clam Chowder Soup Monday 11:00 am. - 1:00 pm,
. perfect marriage. Just as Helen begins Mashed Potat G . v e
swim meet preparations to celebrate their 20th : " eStegrﬁe{zje;i‘(’:vg TaVy Tuesday - Thursday é.]o'gopa&]m. g]o.gop‘:;]m.
_ anniversary, Charles drops his bomb: Hush Puppi 6, _ WY Rl - 200 R
Saturday- MARATHON MANIA he wants to divorce Helen for her best \L,’JSgetgggzs ? Friday (1:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m,
1/2 Marathon friend. Helen takes her belongings,and Assorted Desserts 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
her wounds, back to her family, where a — . ey ) \
Family Fun Run grandmother figure gives Helen the Members First! Saturday 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m,
_ strength to heal. Show your club card to receive a $3 discount! Sunday 200 p.m, - :00 pum,
Cardiothon Shack Bar g snack Bar
Saturday - Freestyle facicbar tems meilids Skills Center Monday - Friday  6:30 am. - 5:00 p.m.
Pizza, hot dogs, chili dogs,
skateboarding nachos, popcorn, candy, & soda. © 2835411 .
‘ Auto Shop Marathon Outdoor Recreation
Youth under age 16 must be accompanied P
class June 25 - 26 from 9:30 a.m. Saturday until @ 283-3199

by an adult. Movies subject to availability.

7 p.m. Sunday. Open through the night....

Monday_HAWC Eating to be Fit 283_4357 This is a great time to complete your
May 27 - Chiefs vs. Eagles Softball vehicle repairs or projects that take a little FISHINE BHAHTEHS

longer to finish. Call 283-4511 for more

information. by Capt. Milton Tarpley
Pizza Pub in the Tyndall Communtty Center Lapel Pins i
: / We have a selection of F-15 zipper pulls and From Bonita Bay (max 4 people)

ancnn Ha GB F-15 and F-22 key chains in the retail shop. Elilff%?;ss%?z%
L ASER ENGRAVING saturdaVI From Port St. Joe

AND © 2832495 Fullday: $255

Pilates instructor Half-day: $205
@T_DROIDERU Nextel The cardio center is looking for an additional
Pilates instructor. ~ If you have the right Register and pay at Bonita By for bath sites.
SERVICES Allstar qualifications, call 283-2495. Ve_ndor will provide the boat, fishing gear, and
Leisure Travel :
We engrave on all surfaces. Cha"enge Locking for a great short vacation getaway? Check
Thousands of designs and out a five-day Key West and Bahamas Cruise out of
Jacksonville, Fla. Aug. 22. Two people can get an
styles to choose from Races ?ﬂ%ev\?r?%tniﬁtjpez?a oub, intsitde statertoo?j statrthgS%t $761, or an oceanview
. stateroom starting a .
We hav:e the best prices Prizes for participation will be given at each Call Nancy at 283-2864 or stop by the Tyndall
in town!!!! event. Must be a current Community Center Monday through Friday from
) ) club member to win. 9 am. to 3 p.m., and book your summer getaway - )
For more information call . while fantastic military discount rates are still For more information call
283-4511 283-3222 for deta“s available. Also, there are many other cruise and 283_3 1 99

vacation options for you to choose from.
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® From DIVERSE PacE 3

tinct community support activities. A
quick survey earlier thisweek turned up
team members who were born in eight
different countries and 22 different
states. The youngest troop is 18, and
the “most experienced” employee on
our teamis 71.

others, can produce remarkabl e results.
We share core values, and we share the
same sense of satisfaction that comes
with being part of a successful team.
Thissquadron is proof positive that di-

versity is strength.
TheAir Force welcomes anyone with
talents, desires, a

We've got Viet-
nam veterans and
Gulf War veterans
(I and 11). We've
got agreat variety
of religious pref-
erences and ahost
of economic and

L D . :
iversity brings out the best
in each of us, so we can achieve
great things together.”

LT. CoL. MARc PiccoLo
325th Services Squadron commander

determination to
take on the tough-
est challenges and
the willingness to
dream the biggest
dreams. Diversity
brings out the best
in each of us, so

social back-

grounds. What makesit all work? Just
like those Red Sox of old, we've got a
common vision and we value each
other’s talents and experiences. We
know that our contributions asindividu-
als, combined with the contributions of

we can achieve
great thingstogether. Diversity isabout
finding a way to support the infinite
characteristics that make each of us
uniqueindividual s with important con-
tributions to make. Take the time to
celebrate the diversity where you work.

® From BODINE Pace 8
timesrequired himto make
convoy journeysthroughout
Iraq.

While returning to
Baghdad from a recent re-
supply missioninTikrit, one
of thetrucksin his convoy
hydroplaned off the road
duringararelragi rainstorm
and crashed into ahighway
barrier. The truck’s driver
wasinjured and the convoy
commander ordered the
convoy to a halt to tend to
the injured driver and as-
sess the damage to the ve-
hicle. Whilethedriver was
being extracted from the
vehicle, Mgjor Bodine and
the gunner in his Humvee
established a security pe-
rimeter.

“There were lots of cars
onthe highway and we had
to be alert,” he said.
“Luckily one of the convoy
members was a medic and

he was able to provide on-
site medical care for the
injured truck driver. We
were able to get the con-
VOy moving again in about
45 minutes.”

Major Bodine creditsthe
training hereceived before
deployingfor preparing him
for situationslike hisrecent
convoy. He added the
trainingispart of aprogram
caled“Just in Time Train-
ing,” which is designed to
prepare Air Force mem-
bersfor deploymentstothe
CENTCOM AOR.

“1 wanted training for ev-
erything offered because |
had no idea what | would
do over here,” he said.
“The training included ev-
erything from convoy op-
erationstraining and M-16
rifle training to chemical
warfare and self-aid
buddy-care.

“Thisismy first non-fly-

FORCE DEPLOYMENT

ing deployment and getting
ready for this deployment
was quite different from
previous deployments.”

Having flown combat
missions during Operation
Northern Watch in 2001,
Major Bodineisno stranger
to lragi airspace but says
hisexperiencesin Iraqg have
changed his perspectiveon
those Soldiers, Sailors, Air-
men and Marines serving
on theground in Irag.

“The one impression |
will leavelragwithisan ap-
preciation of the Soldier on
theground, outsidethewire
... 19, 21-year-olds out
there everyday, doing the
job.”
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